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The Soviet Zone power supply is divided into five TVB‘a: 
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Power District South, which provides olectricity and gas to Thuringia. 
Power District West, which supplies Saxony~Anhalt. 

Power Digtrict North for Mecklenburg and Brandenburg. 

Power District East for Saxony. 


Power District Center (Energiebezirk Mitte -- EBM), which has 110,000 
aml 220,000 volt Lines for che interchange of current between the Linder 
and between the two currency areas. Six of EBMta lines provide power for 
Berlin, including West Berlin, and this VVB also delivers current to 
Hannover via Helmatedt and to Bavaria vie Rentendorf (Thuringia) and 
Ludershain near Nirenberg. The ER's annual production is approximately 
1.8 billion kilowatt hours, of which two-thirds goes to the other four 
power VW5's, Berlin, and Bavaria, and the remaining third is delivered 
to industry. The principal customr for the latter is the SAG 
Stickstoffwerk Picateritz, which receives 550 million kilowatt hours a 
year. 


Under the jurisdiction of EBM are tho following power stations working 
above the district level. (iberbezirklich): 


Ae 


Kraftwerk Zschornewitz with a capacity of 172,500 kilowatts. Formerly this power 
station was a dependent plant belonging to the Dleltrowerke Berlin. 


b. Kraftwerk Magdeburg with a capacity of 45,000 kilowatts. Tt was formerly 


the sole plant of the Mitteldeutschen Krafteerke AG (MIRRA}, a 
subaidiary company of the Elektrowerke Berlin. 


co Kraftwerk Harbke with a capacity of 172,500 kdlowatts. It was a dependent 


branch plant of the Brauschweigische Kohlenbergwerke AG (BKB) in 
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Eelmetedt in the Pritish Zone. Althowsh the Kraftwers Harbke is similor 
to the other teo plants dn that ite luich tension Lines have heon oxoree: 
priated, the Soviet Zona coverrment has not nationalised the Tarb be 
plant but nas left its adainistration to its ald owner, the PxE. 

The expropriation measures covld not be completed beeause all. the plartis 
(approximately 5,000 tons daily) comes from the BYBis mine 7c in the 
western Zones, and the water (16,000 ~ 13,000 cubic meters daily) 

is also derived from the Vest. Furthermore, the plant's ashes can be 
aisposed of only by cumpine in the exhausted coal fields of the BIR. 


The machinery in the EBI's power stations in 19L9 was in terrible condition, 
according to Source. In the Kraftwerk Zschornevit: in varticulor. only the 
oldest boilers ami rachinory remnined after the Gistentlin:, anc, because 

of overloading in the past decade these have so ceteriorated that their 
aperation is dangerous, Tn May 1949, the Workers’ Protection Office 
(arbeitsschutuant) caused a work stoppace which affected two-thirds of the 
piant's boiler capacity. This was necessary because the thickness of the 
boiler pipes mais far below the safety Limit, 


The power planis' equinuet is also suffering from ‘the fellovin: 
acute shortares in the Soviet Zone: 


a. Blade steel for the vroduction of turbine blades in the newly established 
shops im the nationalized econo. 

®&. Finished blade mterial, which is still not prodwed in netionalised 
enteroriscs, — 

&. Copper wire for the Lines. 

a. Stedl~aluminum and aluminua wire for the hish tension Lines. 

e. Sbheel. wire for srounded lines. * 


Of the five pover VWBts, the financial situation of the PMY is the worst. 
The EB worked at a less of 1.32 million ( presumably cast marks) in the 
fiscal year o° 1949. This is due orimarily to the fact that the eR! has toe 
cseliver current at cost to the SAG Stickstoffwerk Piesterits ; and the 
vesultant annual loss to the EBT of ) million marks (presumably east rarks) 
agts in effect as an indireet subsidy to the Plestorites SAC. Es finances 


are algo affected adversely by the imercased production costae asi Sing from the 


poor mechanical condition of the power plants, from the high cost of trang 
Shipping the coal for Mardebure from railroad to shin, and from the low 
quality of the coal used at Tschornowits. The latter is the vcsult of @ 
Jack of the equipment, varbictlarly coal excavators, required: for vo T0Q.0 
mine exploitation. The ER's recorded loss of 1.3 mildion marks an’ also 
its liabllitics of approximately 7 million marks for 199 are to be covered 
by state funds (aus Jer Stactshaushalt abgedeckt). 


the five powex VWE's provided 130 million cast mars in cash to the national 
budget in 1949, and the resultant leck of Liquidity in the power cLadustay 
has made it difficolt for the plants to meet their oblications und ig in 
part responsible for the dengerous stoppaces and restrictions, 


The main office of the FE! is located in Perlin W 8 at Bebronstvasse Dien22. 
The principal officials are as follow: 


Director: WALLS Glessbrecht Constantly at odds with the three diver. 
tors mentioned below, who are faithful 
followers of the SED line. 


Technical Henkel . An engineer, formerly an enoloyee of 
director : Siemens and after the war head of the 


elcetro—terhnical division of the Kraft. 
werk 2schornavritz; Lacks cxperience in 
the electrical industry, foars respon— 
sibility, and works solely for bis onn 
cain. 
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Commercial Ctinther Faischor Good general education but lecks the 
director : training neccessary for his present job; 
Yomerly on aduinistrative cumloyee in 
‘a buBbiness anc a rovernuont official 
in administration; considered radical even 
by the SSD; ruthless but lacks Honkeol's 
cunning. 


Porsonnel Helmut Sporleder Politically a very controversial person, 
director: attacked in particular by the SED of 
Kreis Ditterfeld and by the IFDGB; 
dictatorial; eccordin: to source, the most 
intelligent, clever, flexible, and 
clear thinkins of the personnel directors 
of the five power VVBis. 


The attitude of the EMi's employees toward the SED is for the most mrt 
one of apathy or even passive resistance . Of the 2,700 workers, only 
about 230 belone to the SED shoo groups, and even these few do nob engare 
in onouch political activity to satisfy the SSD. Of the Me employees in 
the EDM's main offiece,only 20 are in the SEP shop group. The various 

shop group chairmen are as follows: 


Rraftwerk Magdeburg: Lieseran: An old SPD man, now in hot water with the 
SED. 

Kraftwerk Harbke : VALeho 30~year~old com of the Harpke mayor. 

Power Lines: Mueller Yormerly SPD. 
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